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Role of PET Scan in breast cancer 
metastasis workup ?

Screening

Diagnosis

Staging

Restaging

Response to treatment

Recurrence

Surveillance
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•Role of PET Scan

Can be performed at the time of Diagnostic 
CT ( most helpful at suspicious lesion and 
equivocal findings & unsuspected nodal 
metastases) 

Before systemic therapy; recurrence; 
surveillance
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STAGING AND RISK ASSESSMENT 

May be used instead of CT and bone scans 

May provide earlier guidance in monitoring 
bone-only/predominant metastases, but 
prospective trials are needed to study the 
impact on treatment decisions and OS



FDG-PET/CT is accurate in diagnosing breast cancer recurrence – Atlas of Science

https://atlasofscience.org/fdg-petct-is-accurate-in-diagnosing-breast-cancer-recurrence/


doi.org/10.1016/j.juro.2010.12.050

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.juro.2010.12.050


• Stage 1: recommends against (strong 
recommendation, very low certainty of the 
evidence)

• Stage 2: against(conditional recommendation, 
very low certainty of the evidence)

• Stage 3: suggests using rather than conventional 
W/U (conditional recommendation, low certainty 
of the evidence)
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